
 Introduction  

Structure: Parts of Revelation, including these chapters, are everything but simple with their 

structure, meaning and imagery. But they contain challenges and comfort for us. In chapter 6, seven 

seals are described to us. Chapter 7 provides a description of the church. In chapter 8, we see seven 

trumpets that describe God’s dealings with His enemies (those worshipping other gods). Christians 

were in the minority at this time, and they are written to by John to reassure them that God is in 

control. 

Timing: What period of time are we reading about in these chapters? There are two options: 

- It could be a revelation of the future; to give a warning about the last days before Jesus’ return. 
- It could be a longer period of time; between the resurrection of Jesus and the next coming of Jesus.

When God tells us something about the future, it fulfils at different times in history. We are in the 

last days – this could be a matter of days, or it could be 1000 years from now. 

Principle: When studying the book of Revelation, it’s important to look at the book in its entirety, at 

its general meaning, without getting bogged down in all the little details. 

1) The People of God  

God’s people are heard:  God’s people cry out to Him; asking how long it will be before God avenges

His people. 
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God’s response – He hears His people and answers them. He gives His people what they’re asking for

in this situation. 

We are heard by God. He is attentive to the requests of His people. When we pray, God hears us. 

God’s people are preserved:  God’s people have His mark on them. This is a spiritual mark, unseen 

by people, but seen by God. 

We are preserved. That doesn’t mean that we won’t suffer, but it does mean that He deals with us in

a different way. 

God’s people are preserved from His judgement. 

2) The Judgement of God  

God’s judgement is comprehensive:  The judgement that God pours on earth affects everything and

everyone. The whole of creation suffers.

God’s  judgement  is  deserved:   the whole  of  creation suffers  because of  the sin of  man.  God’s

judgement is deserved because of man’s sin and rebellion. 

God’s judgement is fearful:  People are afraid when God judges. It is a fearful thing to stand before

God with unforgiven sin. 

When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane, He saw the wrath of God ahead of Him and it was a

terrifying thing – He sweat blood. 

There is nothing wrong with being afraid of God’s judgement as it is a terrifying thing. 

3) The Sovereignty of God

 God’s sovereignty over creation:  He is Creator and creation obeys Him. We are God’s creation, the

work of His hands. If someone resists Him, that person is an enemy of God. God absolutely has the

right to demand our devotion and allegiance. 

God’s sovereignty over the devil:   The devil is a creation of God and so the devil is under God’s

authority, doing only what God allows him to do.

4) The Grace of God

God’s grace towards His people:  God is good and every good gift is from His. God is gracious. He

protects His people. 

God’s grace towards His enemies:  God sends judgement to remind His enemies of His sovereignty

to lead them to repent. God takes no pleasure in punishment. He desires that people repent and

turn to Him. His judgement is a well-meant judgement, to bring people to repentance. 



God challenges our consciences and reminds us that we have to give an account. But despite all of

God’s warnings, men won’t listen. They don’t repent. God speaks, but man doesn’t listen. 

God speaks through everything, even death itself, to remind us of our frailty and His sovereignty. 

5) The Requirement of God

We need to surrender to God and acknowledge Him as our God. 


