
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kingdom is established 

 Introduction 

Divine irony: There is divine irony as God speaks. He gives the people the king they had wanted – 

one like the other nations. The Israelite people had looked at the Canaanite nation as an example to 

them, believing that a king would deliver and save them – they were looking the wrong way for their 

deliverance. God still gave the people a king – He gave them Saul, who had a promising start, but 

almost brought the people to civil war. 

Divine rebuke: God had shown kindness to Israel time and time again and their response was to 

reject Him. They rejected God, their God, the One who had made a covenant with them.  

Divine grace: We see God who saved His people in the past and keeps on saving them, despite their 

rejection of Him. He has saved us and keeps on saving us, not because we are good but because He 

is good. What should amaze us most is not that He saved us and forgives our sins as unbelievers, but 

that He continues to forgive us for our sins as free, believing people, as Christians. He is still merciful 

and full of grace towards us. He remains faithful when we don’t.  

 

1) The king is proclaimed 

The kingdom, the monarchy is established in Israel and it is proclaimed. 

Divine leading: God in His providence leads His people in the way He has appointed and decrees. He 

leads them to the man of His choosing.  
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Divine revelation: Saul cannot be found at first, but God reveals where the people would find Saul. 

This was making it even more clear that this was God’s doing. Saul was hiding, but you can’t hide 

from God.  

Divine proclamation: When the people find Saul, God proclaims that this is the man. God seals and 

proclaims that Saul is the king. The response of the people was to say, “Long live the king”.  

Divine confirmation: Saul is quite timid and weak, but God confirms Saul by giving him people about 

him who would support him, people whose hearts had been touched by God.  

God is His mercy is establishing the monarchy.  

 

2) The king begins 

With grace: Saul begins with grace. When confronted with divisive men, rather than allowing their 

deaths, he allows them to live. He begins with grace, humility and compassion – marks so important 

for all called to lead – whether husband, father, minister, elder, or member of government. The 

mark of a good leader is to seek the good of his people, rather than his own good.  

With God’s Spirit: Saul begins with God’s Spirit. In the Spirit’s power, timid Saul leads his people 

against their enemies.  

With unity: The Spirit of God brings unity. God works in Saul’s heart and in the hearts of the people 

to allow them to march together against their enemies. A one-minded, united army, pulling together 

in the same direction is vital to win any battle. God provided Saul and the people with the strength, 

courage and unity. The people were divided and weak, led by a weak and timid man, but made 

strong and united by the Spirit of God.  

With a victory: As God works in hearts, there is victory.  

Saul begins with grace, God’s Spirit, unity, faithfulness and victory. He begins well. He leads the 

people in doing what’s right and provides an example of good leadership – to be gracious and led by 

the Spirit and so enabled to speak. A leader needs the Spirit of God – if he has the Spirit of God, this 

will be a wise and fearless leader who is not led by the people, but who leads the people in what is 

right. Our nation needs leaders who lead with grace and who are led by the Spirit of God. The more 

we challenge God, the more we are likely to lose.  

 

3) The king is confirmed 

Before the LORD: Despite all that they had done wrong, God gave His people a king Saul knew that 

this was God’s doing. With God on our side, we have hope – without Him, we have no hope.  

A covenant was made before the Lord between Saul and the people. Saul took on responsibility to 

lead the people, and the people to follow him as king. Later, we se David did not kill Saul when he 

had the opportunity as he was keeping this covenant. The two-sided covenant was made before the 

Lord.   



With joy: Israel’s monarchy had started as a result of rejecting God, but though the people didn’t 

deserve it, He gives them joy. The same is true of us – there’s no reason why He should bless us, but 

God rejoices in doing good to us. In spite of our failings and shortcomings, we’re got so many 

reasons to rejoice. Our God is gracious, kind and compassionate, slow to anger, in mercy plenteous. 

What a God we have! 


