
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The people of God 

 Introduction 

There is connection in this section with what’s been said before and what will be said later – 

repetition of the theme of pure hearts and imperishable seed. We see Peter’s description of the 

Christian.  

 

1) Obey God’s truth  

Conversion: When Peter speaks about Christians obeying God’s truth, he is not teaching salvation by 

works. He’s speaking about obeying God’s truth in conversion, not sanctification. A person’s 

conversion is obedience because the gospel is God’s will – it’s a command. When we believe and 

repent of our sins, we obey the will of God. It’s our responsibility and part to turn from our sin and 

live. To obey God’s truth is to assent to the gospel command. 

Purification: when we think of Christ’s work, we think of guilt being removed, but purification is 

another consequence of sin being dealt with by Christ. Sin brings guilt, shame, pollution and dirt. 

When Adam and Eve sinned, they experienced shame. God’s work through Christ, Jesus’ shed blood, 

cleanses us and the filth, pollution and shame are washed and taken away by the blood. Jesus takes 

our filthy rags and gives us white clothes washed in the blood of the Lamb.  

In the Old Testament, keeping the law and sacrifice was the way to live a pure life. Because of Jesus’ 

work, conversion brings forgiveness and purification. It’s hard to believe, but we are pure. It’s not 
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baptism that cleanses us (though it can provide a picture of the washing away of sin), but putting 

your faith in Jesus makes you pure. We are purified by obedience to God’s truth.  

 

2) Love God’s people 

We’ve been purified – because you’re pure, as a believer you’re a new person and so we’ve to love 

our brethren from a pure heart.  

Reciprocal: The highest evidence of being born again is love for our brethren as this is evidence that 

we love God. We like people to be interested in us, but love needs to be reciprocal. There are not 

some believers who are called to love and some who receive it – we must all show and share love. 

We’re commanded to love our brethren. Not every Christian is likable, but every Christian is lovable! 

A healthy family is where there is love for one another.  

Sincere: Our love for one another must be sincere, not just talked about. We’re not to wear a mask 

of love with unloving hearts – Peter warns us watch for hypocrisy. Our love must be real. Our love 

must not be motivated by gain, but motivated by God.  

From a pure heart: Having been purified, we have to love with a pure heart. God purifies us heart 

and mind and we need to love from a pure heart. Don’t love people because it’s convenient, or for 

what we can gain from it, but love for the sake of the people. Love them just because you love them 

just as God loves you just because He loves you. We should have a passionate, earnest, sacrificial 

desire for the good of others. Jesus gives us the pattern of love to follow. When there’s no love, the 

gospel’s power is limited. Brotherly love is a mighty witness and soul-winning.  

 

3) Born of God’s seed 

As we’ve been made a pure, child of God, we’ve got the ground needed to make it possible to love 

one another.  

Divine seed: Some say the imperishable seed spoken of is the Word of God. But it’s not the Bible, 

but God who is the Author of life, who has called us to be born again, who has given us new life. His 

life in us is the seed spoken of. Immortality belongs to God and God alone. While unbelieving, our 

hearts were untouched, but we’ve been given new hearts that desire the things of God. As we’ve 

been given new hearts, we should love others. We’ve been given new minds, the mind of Christ – 

that changes our priorities, thinking and understanding. We’re new people in Christ. The DNA of God 

in us changes everything. The likeness of God in us was spoiled by sin, but we’ve got the example of 

our Father to follow.  

When we meet another Christian, whatever their age, background, wherever they come from, we’ve 

already got so much in common as we have the same Father. It’s not flesh and blood that unites us, 

but divine seed, the life of God in us.  



Imperishable seed: This is imperishable seed. The Agent of work in us never dies and so that’s 

reproduced in us. We’ve got the hope of live in us. We’ve got what’s eternal in us and will not die. 

Eternity is open before us now.  

 

4) Saved through the Word of God 

Necessary for salvation: The Word of God does not regenerate or save us, but is used to save us. It 

often awakens dead sinners through hearing the Word preached. The Word is necessary – it is the 

means used for our salvation. God uses this means to accomplish what He has decreed. Similarly 

with prayer, God doesn’t need our prayers, He does far beyond what we pray for – but God uses 

prayer as a means to accomplish His will. What do we need when we’re going cold spiritually, or 

going astray? We need to strengthen our faith through hearing and reading God’s Word.  

Remains forever: God’s Word remains forever. Our lives are like the flowers, or grass – here today 

and gone tomorrow. Teachers, ministers, prophets come and go, but the Word of God remains. We 

don’t need talented ministers, but ministers who are faithful to God’s Word. The Word makes a 

difference; sinners become followers of Christ. We can bring people into the church building, but we 

can’t bring people into the Kingdom of God. The fruit of the Word of God remains.  

Is the good news: The Word of God is good news. God has come to save sinners – this is the 

message of the Bible. The Bible isn’t a book of rules or instructions on how to live a good life – it is a 

book of hope, a book of love that speaks of the mercy of God to sinners. The Bible tells us about God 

who saves us despite our many sins. There is power, strength and good news in the scriptures.  

Preached: We need the Word of God preached. Yes discussion and debate can have a place, but 

what we need is the Word preached by men anointed and chosen by God. The Bible is God’s 

proclamation. Above all else, ministers are preachers – it is there first responsibility to preach the 

gospel because it’s our greatest need to hear it. By preaching, God builds His church – He saves 

sinners and strengthens saints through this. In times of revival, dull preachers can be used mightily in 

God’s power. We need the Bible to know God and to be saved. We need to cherish and love it – it is 

for our good.  


