
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel’s final address 

 

 Introduction 

In this section, we see Samuel’s final address to the people before Saul takes over as king.  

The three offices of Christ: Jesus has fulfilled 3 offices – king, prophet and priest. 

A type of Christ: Samuel presents us with a picture of Jesus as we see aspects of the role of king, 

prophet and priest in his final address. This helps us with our understanding of Jesus as we apply 

what we see.  

 

1) Samuel the king  

Samuel speaks to the people and goes back in what he says to his time as judge. In this role of judge, 

are aspects of the role of king – a judge led the people, administered justice and encouraged the 

people to do what was right.  

Before you: As leader of the people, a king had to go before his people in battle, in conduct and in 

behaviour. A king must be a leader. Leadership is not telling people what they should do, it’s going 

ahead of the people. A king at this time would even go to the front line of the battle with his people. 

Samuel reminded the people in his final address that he had shown them the way.  

It’s interesting that both Saul and David were shepherds before becoming king. Jesus is the Good 

Shepherd who leads His sheep. We are called to follow Him. Jesus is the Captain of our faith. He goes 

ahead of us and we have to walk in His steps.  
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Honestly: Samuel was an honest and a righteous judge. He did what was expected and what was 

good. His walk was blameless. He administered justice fairly and did not show favouritism.  

Samuel was a faithful leader, but he was a sinner who needed to confess his sin and repent, who had 

to offer sacrifices for his sin. Jesus is a better Judge. He is perfect. He is the righteous Judge and King. 

He is the Righteous One. He will return as King to earth and will administer justice in a right and fair 

way.  

Sent by God: Samuel knew that his role was appointed by God. He was not the judge of the people 

by his choice, or seeking out this role – he was sent by God. He was to answer not so much to the 

people, but to God.  

Jesus was sent by the Father. He was chosen by the Father. He is the Christ, the anointed One, the 

chosen One. Jesus was called to be King of His people by His Father’s will and anointing. It was the 

Father’s will that Jesus was given the Name that is above every other name. it was the will of the 

Father that every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

Lovingly: Samuel was a loving leader. He gave himself for the good of the people. He didn’t seek his 

own good, his own advantage, his own gain. He sought the good of the people. He sought that they 

should gain from his service. Worldly leaders love themselves more than the people, but Samuel was 

different. He was willing to work tirelessly for the people because he cared for them. Samuel served 

sacrificially.  

Jesus came not to be served, but to serve. He cares for, protects, defends and cares for His people. 

He doesn’t lead us because He has to but because He loves us. He is the Good Shepherd who cares 

not for the money, but because He cares for us. He’s given Himself. He’s paid the ransom for our 

deliverance with His own precious blood. Jesus is the King who loves His people and delights in 

them.  

 

1) Samuel the prophet 

A prophet speaks from God to the people.  

Pleading: Samuel spoke with heart, with passion, with earnestness, with love, speaking to the 

people. He pleaded with them.  

Jesus is the better Prophet who pleads with us, speaking from the heart to sinners. He pleads with 

us. We see in Matthew 23 that Jesus wept for the people of Jerusalem.  

Proclaiming: Samuel speaks of the sins of Israel and points the people to God’s dealings with them. 

Samuel tells the people about God, glorifying Him and putting God above all else.  

Jesus speaks from God, of God to people. He revealed who God was through His person and His 

preaching. He told the people about the righteous deeds of the Lord and glorified God.  



Rebuking: Samuel rebuked the people for their sins. They had rejected God for their man-made god. 

Samuel was truthful in his preaching. He says things as they are. He’s challenging in his preaching. 

This is not people-pleasing preaching. The truth when man is involved is often hard news to hear.  

Jesus said hard words of rebuke at times, calling Pharisees whited sepulchres and vipers. What He 

said wasn’t popular with many. Some found His preaching too demanding. But Jesus was a truth-

lover and not a crowd-seeker. Jesus, through the Holy Spirit rebukes us for sin today. He tells us the 

truth through the Bible. We’re rebuked for our sin so that we’ll repent. There are parts of the Bible 

that rebuke us; this is not pleasant, but we need this.  

Challenging: Samuel challenges the people to action because they’ve sinned. He reminded them 

that they were in covenant relationship with God. The prophet provoked change in the will of the 

people, not just change in emotions.  

Jesus called people to repentance and to come to Him. We’re challenged to come to Christ. He 

challenged the will of the people. The challenge of the gospel is to follow Christ. He’s calling people 

to action, to make a decision, to come to Him in repentance and faith.  

Comforting: Samuel reminded the people of their sin, but reminded them that in spite all their sin, 

God would not forsake His people. It’s difficult for preachers to balance the severity of God and the 

goodness of God in their preaching. We deserve the judgement of God, but God is gracious and 

won’t forsake His people. The people of Israel refer to God as “your God” – they weren’t even sure if 

they’re His people. But Samuel comforts the people that God will not forsake them.  

Jesus spoke words of comfort. He saw the people as being like sheep without a shepherd. He spoke 

kindly to sinners, including the woman caught in adultery. We see the gentleness and the mercy of 

Christ. Jesus comforts us through the Bible and the Spirit of God.  

Lovingly: Love moves Samuel to plead with the people, to speak of the tenderness of God, to preach 

this sermon.  

Love moved Jesus to preach and fulfil all that was required of Him. Jesus was motivated by His love. 

Out of grace, mercy and love, we see Jesus weeping over the city of Jerusalem – it shows us the 

heart of Christ. We see the love of Christ on the cross.  

Jesus is our loving King and Prophet.  

 

2) Samuel the priest 

Declaration: The people of Israel were afraid of God and His judgement, but Samuel declared the 

forgiveness of God. “Don’t be afraid” – God is a forgiving God.  

Jesus declares God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace. In the Bible, we see Jesus telling those trusting 

Him “your sins are forgiven”.  

Intercession: The people rejected Samuel, they wanted someone else. They deserved God’s 

judgement, but Samuel didn’t cease to pray for the people or for Saul.  



Jesus is the High Priest who never ceases to intercede for us. Even on the cross, He cries out, “Father 

forgive them”.  

Affection: Jesus is the loving priest. He is determined to pray for us despite our many failings. It’s His 

love that motivates Him. Jesus offered Himself as a living sacrifice. Love motivated Him. He loved 

and gave Himself for us.  


