
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five elements of biblical Christianity 

 

 Introduction 

We see in this section biblical facts that lead to biblical responsibilities that come with our new 

position. The word “so” links back with what’s been said before, and precedes the points for action.  

1) Christian duties  

We have duties as Christians – there are certain things required of us.  

Put away: We’re called to put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 

We’re not to put away some of these things, but all of them. The words encompass all that’s evil. 

We’re to put away, not to have anything to do with what’s evil – that includes our actions, thoughts 

and words. Before Christ, we were clothed in filthy garments. We’ve now been made pure by God – 

we’re clean and washed and made pure, so we can’t have fellowship with what’s wrong. We have to 

hate and avoid all evil. This is easier said than done, but it’s the difference between the Christian and 

the world. We’re new creations. We’re God’s children and His life is in us. We’re to do Christ’s will.  

Long for: We’ve seen what we’ve to put away. Now we see what we’re to long for – spiritual milk. 

We’re to long for the Bible, for the Word of God. In the past, we loved sin – now, we’re made new, 

and we have to love what’s holy. It’s very hard to put away what’s evil, sin looks so alluring. The way 

to put away evil is by feeding on the Word of God. If we long for God’s Word and feed on it, then 

we’ll grow in strength, maturity and strength in the battle against sin. The Bible is not a duty, but a 

means of God blessing and strengthening us. To long for what’s holy leaves no appetite for what’s 

not. 
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2) Christian symbolism 

Babies: The people written to are compared with babies, but this isn’t a negative description – Peter 

isn’t saying that they’re weak or lacking growth spiritually. They’re compared with babies in that 

they have new life, born of the Spirit. They’re a new creation, longing for spiritual nourishment. God 

provides the food longed for in His Word.  

House: Jesus is the cornerstone and Christians are described as living stones, built up into a spiritual 

house, the church. You’re a stone in a new building, God’s building. We are together the temple of 

God. He dwells in us. He reveals Himself in and through His church. God’s way to reveal Himself to 

sinners is through the church. Together, we’re holy house, each with our own place and our own 

part to play. It’s not the wisdom or abilities of men that builds the church – it’s God who builds His 

church. As God builds, we grow and the growth is all from Him. The growth we see might not be 

numerical; it could be structural, as God builds His people in holiness. There’s more to the growth 

than numerical growth.  

Priests: We’re compared with both the church building and the priesthood. We’re the temple of God 

– servants of God, set apart for Him. We’ve been consecrated by God for God. As priests, we have 

special privileges and special responsibilities. We’re to worship God, proclaim His salvation to others 

and we’re to intercede for others.  

 

3) Christian foundations 

Tasted God’s goodness: Peter reminds us that salvation is a result of God’s work and His goodness. 

As His people, we have tasted and experienced the goodness of God in our lives. He met us in our sin 

and we’ve tasted His goodness. Whatever the world says about Him, we know that He is good. When 

the gospel is preached, it’s all to be about God. If we’re asked to share our testimony, we’re not to 

focus on ourselves, but to focus on God’s goodness and what He has done.  

Come to God’s Son: Coming to Jesus is believing in Him, relying on Him. As you come to Him, you 

become like Him as a living stone. We might know about Him; we’ve to come to Him and ask for His 

forgiveness and salvation.  

Through God’ Son: The only way for us to do any good is through Jesus. He doesn’t cease to be our 

Mediator – He’s our Mediator and Saviour today. The only way for our prayers to go above the 

ceiling is through Jesus. Without Him, the best that we do are just filthy rags – if these things are 

offered through Christ, they are acceptable.  

The Spirit of God: We find reference to spiritual things in this section; milk, house, sacrifices. If you 

want to grow spiritually, you need the Word that is inspired by the Spirit of God. To serve God, we 

need the Spirit of God. We can’t be spiritual without the Sprit. The only way for us to offer 

acceptable works to God is by the Spirit through Christ. Without the Spirit, whatever we do is a 

human effort. We need dependence on the Spirit. Through Jesus’ sacrifice, we have the Spirit of 

God.  



4) Christian objectives 

To grow up into salvation: Salvation is not a one-off event, it’s a process. We’re called to grow in our 

salvation. Every day, God is saving us, this is completed with Revelation 21 and 22 – every day we’ll 

grow in our salvation until then. The Word of God is a means of us growing. We need the Word of 

God to be holy.  

To offer spiritual sacrifices:  Through God’s truth, we grow in love with Jesus and in our service to 

God to allow us to offer spiritual sacrifices to Him. We’re to serve and worship God – these are the 

same thing. Our highest calling is to worship God. Our aim should be to please God and to offer 

sacrifices that are pleasing to Him. We should desire to please Him and to do what honours Him.  

 

5) Christian truths 

Regarding Jesus: Jesus is the cornerstone who is precious to God. We become living stones as we 

become united to the Living Cornerstone. God builds us with Christ into His Church. Jesus is the 

foundation of the church. Jesus is precious to the Father – we don’t understand how great the love 

the Father has for the Son is; the love of human parents for their children can’t compare with it. He 

sees a beauty in Christ that we’ve never seen. Even with all our faults and failings, Jesus is precious 

to us. The more the Father, through the Spirit shows us of Christ, the more precious He becomes to 

us.  

Regarding faith: This is coming to Jesus. This is believing in Him. The language used here shows that 

we’re to keep coming and to keep believing in Him. It’s not a one off act, but a daily dependence on 

Him. We’re to come to Christ every day. We’re to depend on Him every day. We’re to ask Him each 

day to be our Mediator  and Saviour. We keep on coming to Him because we keep on needing Him.  

Regarding unbelievers: Unbelievers refuse to repent and believe. They don’t see the suffering of 

Christ. They don’t see Him as precious. They don’t love Him. They’re destined to be unbelievers – 

this is an uncomfortable and unpleasant truth that this is God’s choice not to choose some, but to 

destine them to a lost eternity. We’re on holy ground here and aren’t called to justify God’s 

decisions. This is a solemn and challenging truth. This gives us a reminder that if Jesus is precious to 

us, this is God’s doing. Salvation is the grace of God – it’s the free, sovereign choice of God to save. 

We’re saved not by our works, but by God’s choice to save us – it’s all of grace. God’s grace is our 

only hope for others. God is sovereign in salvation.  

  


