
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saul is tested 

 Introduction 

The events in this chapter are believed to be very early in Saul’s kingship.  

1) The king’ son 

Saul’s son, Jonathan is in many ways a great character of the Bible. He was a valiant, courageous 

victorious man. He was courageous and strong. Despite his limitations, Jonathan was a mighty 

leader. The Philistines oppressed the Israelites and Saul was afraid, but Jonathan wasn’t. He provides 

a picture of what we would say a good leader looks like. Saul had qualities that were important to 

the Israelites in their king, but he wasn’t a good leader – we’re shown that what we think is 

important in a person, isn’t necessarily important. Jonathan would have been a good leader and 

king.  

 

2) The king’s failing 

Disobedient: Saul was disobedient to God’s will. Samuel gave God’s message to Saul – Saul was 

disobedient to Samuel and so disobedient to God.  

Impatient: Saul acted without God’s permission. The problem was not with his sacrifice but that he 

did not wait on God. He was impatient. Israel had many times wanted a quick solution to their 

problems, and we see here that Saul was the same.  

Self-willed: Saul did what he thought good in his own eyes rather than listening to God. His 

impatience led him to ignore what God had decided. Saul was in many ways a control-freak – he 
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didn’t allow space for God’s time and intervention. Samuel arrived on time, but Saul had already 

made a sacrifice – he’d thought there was a delay when there was no delay. We might be too quick 

to make decisions, or we might take a long time to make a decision in case we get it wrong – in 

either process, so often we act first and ask God to guide us later.  

Carnal: Saul’s sacrifice wasn’t rejected because God was too demanding. Saul had an unspiritual 

mind-set. He was offering a sacrifice, but in a superstitious way. He used holy things to achieve 

worldly gain – he wanted to keep the troops together. He offered spiritual sacrifices without spiritual 

authority. It’s dangerous when we use sacred things for worldly advantage. Saul uses God’s things, 

but against God. He was taking the things of God lightly. We can be like Saul so many times when we 

act foolishly in a hurry, when we act before asking God.  

 

3) The king’s people 

Scared: The people of Israel had wanted a king to lead them – God had given them what they 

wanted, but they were still afraid. The Philistines had come and they found themselves weak, scared 

and unconfident of victory. God had warned the people previously that if they disobeyed Him, the 

result would be fear – they experienced this now.  

Small: As a result of their fear, the people scattered, leaving an army so small compared with the 

Philistine army. They had been trusting in themselves, in men, in their king – their hope and 

confidence was not in God. They found themselves small in number and very afraid.  

Unprepared: The people of Israel were unprepared for battle; they had farming tools. They were 

unprepared and weak. They were not a mighty army.  

 

4) The king’s evaluation 

His kingdom will not continue: God says to Saul, that he was not the right person, he was not a good 

king – he was not a man after God’s own heart. He didn’t please God. His heart was in the wrong 

place. These are hard words from God to Saul.  

His heart is not after God: Saul was not a man after God’s own heart. God sought a man after His 

own heart. David was a man after God’s own heart, but not fully. David was a failure in so many 

ways. He brought punishment and pestilence to the people of God. In his sin with Bathsheba, we see 

him in many ways as so much more of a failure than Saul.  

Jesus is fully after God’s own heart. He never failed the Father. He never took the things of God 

lightly. He glorified God. David’s heart was not always in the right place, but Jesus’ heart was.  

All earthly kings fail, but Jesus didn’t – He brought full, eternal deliverance from sin for His people. 

He is the son of David. He is the Son of God. He will never fail us. He is King of kings and Lord of 

lords.  

 


