
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final word 

 

 Introduction 

Last week, we saw the last destination for the servants of Christ. We saw that it will be a place of 

beauty and plenty. In this section, John summarises what’s been said so far – he tells us to be ready 

for this place.  

 

1) The person of Jesus 

We’re reminded in this section of the person of Jesus (verses 7, 12, 13 and 16) 

The eternal YHWH: Jesus’ attributes are the same as the One who sits on the throne – they are 

equal, with this same attributes – this is the eternal God. This makes the incarnation and death of 

Jesus even more amazing – the One who has no beginning and no end, who is above time, who is 

eternal, died on a cross. The attributes true of the Father are true of the Son. There are three distinct 

Persons in the trinity, but this is the one, eternal God. Jesus could have referred to His love or His 

sovereignty, but He chose to speak of His being eternal. The church oppressed by the passing of time 

and longing for deliverance is told to be patient in the waiting.  

The root and descendant of David: The One who comes from David also gave life to David. In His 

divine nature, we see that God gave life to David, but in human form, God was descended from 
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David. Jesus is the Promised Messiah. Jesus is God. Life and immortality belong to Jesus. This is the 

King of kings and Lord of lords.  

 

2) The coming of Jesus 

Prophesied: In verses 6 and 10, we see that the coming of Jesus was prophesied. This is a book of 

prophecy. This is God’s Word, not to be added to, not to have sections ignored – it’s all God’s Word. 

The prophetic word is that God is coming to save His people and defeat His enemies. 

Certain: In verse 6, we see that Jesus’ coming is certain. Everything said in this book will come to 

pass. This is not a church wishing for the best, but God’s truth at work. People might mock, like they 

did when Noah was building the ark, but what is written here is certain. In Noah’s day, God’s 

judgement came with water, when Jesus returns, God’s judgment will come with fire.  

Soon: In verses 6, 10 and 20, we see that Jesus’ coming is soon. The “soon” of God isn’t our “soon” 

because God is eternal. The meaning of “soon” here could be “suddenly”. People live like there’s no 

second coming, and sadly many will be unprepared for it. The second coming will happen.  

Desired: In verse 20, we see that Jesus’ coming is desired by believers. It wasn’t easy to be a 

Christian at the time this book was written and the temptation for many was to give up. This 

expression of desire in verse 20 is “Please come – this life is difficult”. Our misunderstanding of the 

second coming takes away our desire for Jesus’ return – we fear God’s judgement, when God’s 

portion for His people is grace. We’ll be delivered from sin, tears, illness, the devil and death – all of 

this disappears when Jesus returns – He’ll redeem our souls and bodies – for the believer, we will be 

free.  

  

3) The servants of Jesus 

The prophets and the apostle: The prophets, angels and John are servants of God who serve God by 

speaking – they announce the message; God’s will, character and salvation – this is through 

speaking. Jesus equips the prophets with His Spirit. Through His words, Jesus will divide the goats 

from the sheep.  

The Church: The church is made up of servants of Christ. Jesus makes His invitation to the world 

through His church. The church speaks for God. The main duty of the church is to tell the world 

about Christ – this is how we serve Him. It’s not only ministers who are God’s servants; the church is. 

We are called to serve and the highest way we can do this is to share with others the things that God 

has spoken.  

 

 

 

 



4) The blessings of Jesus 

To those who keep the prophesy of this book: The message of the book is to faithful to Christ. The 

persecuted church would have been tempted to give up following Jesus for an easier life in the 

world, but they had to remain faithful to Him. We’re not to be seduced by Babylon – if we’re faithful 

and persevere, we’ll be in God’s kingdom. Perseverance scares us because it requires effort – we 

worry if we’ll be able to persevere. We don’t persevere because we’re good; we persevere because 

God preserves us and keeps us from falling. He keeps our inheritance and He keeps us every day – 

we are privileged because of this.  

To those who wash their robes: Saints, martyrs, the church have their robes washed in the blood of 

the Lamb. Whilst we have a picture of the impure being unworthy to stand before God, we are 

worthy, pure, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Our filthy rags are taken from us; we’re washed 

in the blood of the Lamb. If we’re right with God, it doesn’t matter what the world thinks of us; we 

are blessed.  

To those who have the right to enter: As we have our robes washed in the blood of the Lamb, we 

can enter the kingdom by the gates (whilst enemies of God are kept outside). We have access to the 

place where God is and where His people are – we’re welcome. A person might have all that the 

world can offer in this life, but without Christ they are dressed in their filthy rags and have nothing. 

For those who are believers, all our sorrows will be forgiven – we are blessed indeed.  

 

5) The invitation of Jesus 

Through the Spirit: In verse 17 we see Jesus speaking and inviting sinners to repent through His 

Spirit. The Spirit of Christ reveals Jesus to sinners, inviting sinners to come to Jesus and to accept 

Him as Lord and King. The Spirit says, “come” – this means believe, trust, repent, ask Jesus to be 

your Saviour and King.  

Through the church: Ministers are called to invite people to come and acknowledge Jesus as King. 

Through the church, sinners are invited to come to Jesus. The message of “come” comes from our 

King and Saviour who is willing to save to the uttermost all who will come to Him.  

Through a picture: We have a picture of our greatest need – water. We feel thirsty very quickly. We 

need water to survive. Through the picture of a thirsty person, all are invited to come. Jesus appeals 

to those aware of their need and those unaware. We might not feel thirsty for God, but don’t wait – 

drink. God offers the water of life freely. Without cost, He offers us eternal life. Time is a runner that 

seems to run faster as it goes on. Life is short. Jesus offers endless, eternal , wonderful life. Go to 

Jesus – ask Him for eternal life. No works are required. Ask Him.  


