
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Introduction 

We have seen that the people of Israel asked God for a king and God gives the people what they 

asked for.  

 

1) God’s irony  

God gave Israel a king like the other nations. God gave His people a man with flaws.  

Physically: Saul was tall, taller than all the other Israelite men. To the people of Israel, this might 

have mattered as them it looked like a sign of strength and power. But on the reverse, God’s 

enemies before then were seen as tall. This quality that mattered to the people was not what 

mattered to God.  

Saul might have been tall and strong, but he lacked practical skills. Saul we see had good, 

encouraging qualities, including his desire to be obedient to his father, but Saul wasn’t successful in 

doing what his father asked him to do; Saul lost the cattle and took days to find them. A king could 

be compared to a shepherd in how he cares for his people – we contrast king David, the caring 

shepherd, and Saul who couldn’t find the animals in his care.  

Morally: Saul came from the tribe of Benjamin; the smallest tribe of Israel that had almost been 

destroyed due to their immorality without repentance. This was historically an immoral tribe. God 

shows His people in providing Saul as king that more was needed, than what they and the other 

nations thought important in a king.  
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Spiritually: There were signs of spiritual problems with Saul early on. When looking for their cattle, it 

was his servant, not Saul, who thought to ask Samuel, the man of God, the prophet of God for help – 

Saul didn’t think to do this. Even when he met Samuel, he didn’t know him – he didn’t recognise the 

spiritual leader of God’s people. Saul lacked a spiritual-mindedness. In many ways, he wasn’t ready 

to be king.  

God gave His people what they wanted, but what they had thought was best for them would bring 

disaster. Time would show them that what they thought best for them wouldn’t be good for them.  

 

2) God’s compassion 

We see God’s compassion in this section.  

Towards Saul: We See God’s compassion towards Saul. Saul was very flawed; he would be a failing 

king that would bring disaster on himself and his people. But God gives this flawed man the great 

privilege of being chosen by God to be king.  

God wants to use Saul – he has a task and a challenge for him.  

God reassures Saul, giving him 3 signs to confirm that God would make him a king.  

God changes Saul’s heart, preparing him for the task ahead. Saul was a flawed man, in many ways, 

he wasn’t the right man, but God can change a man to make him useful.  

God makes promises to Saul. God was willing to show compassion to him and bless him.   

Towards Israel: God shows compassion to Israel. Though their request for a king had displeased 

God, He was not going to abandon His people. Despite the unlawful request of the people, and 

despite the faults of Saul, God wants to save and deliver his people from their enemies. Even though 

they thought a man would do a better job of leading them than Him, He’d still care for His people. 

Even when failed by, rejected by His people, they were still His people and He wasn’t going to let 

them go.  

Despite our many failings, God’s compassions never fail, but are new each morning. We’re not just a 

people, or the church – we’re God’s people. He doesn’t deal with us according to our sins. He cares 

for us, even when we don’t care about Him.  

 

3) God’s chosen leader 

Acknowledged: Samuel was chosen and sent by God, not men. He was acknowledged for who he 

was. The people of Israel wanted a man like the rest of the world, when God had given them a good 

man in Samuel. Samuel was acknowledged to be God’s servant. God spoke through him.  

Honoured: Samuel was honoured and respected in the community. But the people wanted someone 

chosen by men and sent by men, not by God. 



Obedient: Samuel is obedient to do the will of God. Unlike Saul who we will see put his will before 

God’s, Samuel was willing to surrender his will to God’s. There was grace in him – Samuel treated 

well Saul, the man who would take his position. Samuel gave him the seat at the head of the table. 

There’s no hint of disappointment, coldness, revenge, jealousy or envy in how Samuel treats Saul. He 

was happy to lose his position, power and influence if this was God’s will for him. He showed love 

and grace to one he could have easily viewed and treated as his enemy.  

How do we respond when other churches are growing? Do we rejoice to see our colleagues, or 

Christian brethren doing well? Do we love our brothers and sisters? Are we gracious to each other? 

Do we show hospitality to one another? Would we walk the extra mile even with one who could hurt 

us? Samuel provides us an example of amazing brotherly love.  

 

4) God’s king 

God’s Spirit: The Spirit of God was given to the king. The presence of the Spirit of God was needed to 

make a difference.  

God’s work: God’s work would make a difference in Saul. We see him given a new heart by God. Saul 

is changed from timidity to strength. Samuel reminds Saul that it’s only God’s work that will make a 

difference.  

God’s presence: God would be with Saul; he was promised this. When Saul remained faithful to God, 

the Spirit of God was with him. When Saul disobeyed God, there would be disaster for him and the 

people of God.  

We’ve been given a King who is full of the Spirit of God beyond measure. We’ve been given a perfect 

King, chosen by God. We’ve been given God’s anointed King. We’ve been given Jesus who will never 

leave or let us go.  


