
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Introduction 

We have seen that we are to be who we are as God’s people; predestined and loved before we were 

born. We have hope of eternal life. God preserves us and He preserves our inheritance. We can have 

joy in tribulation because of the hope we’ve been given. Peter teaches that with gospel privileges, 

there are responsibilities.  

 

1) God’s description 

We are provided with God’s description of a true Christian.  

Readiness: The true Christian has a mind prepared for action – this means a mind that is alert, 

careful, and thoughtful. It is not a fatalistic mind, nor a lazy one. It is a mind alert to interpret all that 

happens in life, with the ability to apply God’s Word to what is seen.  

Soberness: The true Christian is sober-minded. This means that thinking is balanced, including how 

we think of ourselves – we don’t think too little, or too much of ourselves. Nor do we think too little 

or too much of our neighbour. By nature, we tend to swing to extremes in our thinking and 

emotions, but we’re called to be balanced in our thinking and judgement. The Christian life does not 

just involve our hearts, it involves our minds too. Faith in God is not a leap in the dark – it’s based on 

the truths of who God is. We need an understanding of our lives in the light of God’s work and His 

Word. The Christian mind is controlled by the Spirit of God and the result should be a balanced life 

and mind.  
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Distinctness: The true Christian is distinct and different. If you’ve been transformed by God, now you 

must be different from what you were. Don’t behave as you did before. Don’t be ruled by your 

emotions, or by your sinful heart. You have a new heart and mind and so you must be different. You 

are a new creation in Christ. The Christian, the church must be different from the world. You might 

dress in the same way, or speak the world’s language of the day, but don’t speak or act as the world. 

Our priorities and passions are different from those of the world. Our zeal is directed towards other 

things. So often, we are like the world in our thinking and actions without even realising, but we’re 

called to be different.   

Likeness: We’re to be like God. We’re to be holy; we’re commanded to be holy and promised that 

we will be holy. God is making us holy – He’s making us more like Jesus – as this happens, we’ll 

become more like Him and less like the world. God expects and commands us to be holy. The 

standard we’re to follow is not our minister; it’s Jesus. The aim of Christianity is to look like and to 

live like Jesus. Do we resemble Him?   

Carefulness: God is the fair Judge. We can’t hide our sin from Him – He knows all about us and so 

we’re to be careful. Don’t abuse His mercy or compassion. He’ll do all that’s right all the time. As 

drivers, if we see the police behind us, our automatic response is to be careful of our speed. God is 

not the police – He’s our Father and we’re to be careful. We’re to be thoughtful. So often in our 

speaking, we upset people with our lack of thought and care. But a Christian is to be careful in all we 

say and do because we’re dealing with the eternal God. He knows our hearts, our thinking, what’s 

done in the darkness.  

 

2) God’s command  

Be hopeful: Some are by nature hopeful and optimistic; others see the glass as half empty. God calls 

us to be hopeful – this is not to be a false hope without foundation – it’s to be rooted in the 

promises of God. How do you feel about the second coming of Christ? We should not fear that day 

as a believer, because for us there will not be judgement, but grace on that day. We’re not hoping in 

a failed world, but our hope is that we’ll receive grace on that day. Set your hope fully on the grace 

that will be given to you. God’s command to be hopeful gives us encouragement.  

Be holy: God’s command to be holy is not so comfortable for us, but God expects us to be holy. 

Others should see the grace of God in us – they should see Christ in us. Holiness is the mark of a true 

believer, not because we produce holiness in ourselves, but because God does. God’s expectation is 

that we behave like Him. Often we find that over time we more and more resemble our parents – if 

we have the life of God in us, we should grow to resemble God more and more. We will produce 

fruit if we have the life of God in us; it might be little fruit, but it will be able to be seen.  

 

3) God’s motivations 

God provides motivations for us in our responsibilities.  



His future grace: God’s grace motivates us to good works. In the light of the gospel, in the light of His 

grace, we’re to live a life worthy of His calling. If Jesus is your Saviour, the natural response and 

desire should be to have Him as our Lord. This desire, though we fail in it, is the natural response 

when we understand that we’ve been delivered from sin, we’ve been redeemed and given a new 

heart.  

His adopted children: If you’re a child of God, then you mustn’t act like a child of the devil. God is 

your Father and so you must honour and obey Him. You’re a child of God – live for Him. Fear of the 

Father is not to be our motivation, but love for Him. How often we obey God like a grumpy child, 

grudgingly and unhappily obeying Him. But love is the biggest mark of the believer and that should 

make a difference. Love for Him must motivate us. He’s adopted us and so we’re His heirs. What’s 

our response?  

His impartial judgment: God is Judge. He’s impartial. He will do what’s right. He’ll judge the wicked. 

Good actions won’t save us, but Jesus paid the ransom so that we can be saved.  

His precious ransom: We were slaves of the devil, but if we’re God’s children, we’ve been 

redeemed, bought at a price to belong to Jesus. Our life cost Christ His life. “Grace is cheap to us, but 

very costly to God”. God didn’t spare His own Son. The only way for Him to be gracious to us was for 

Christ to die to save us. We’ve been bought with such a high price – how will we respond?  

 

4) God’s Son 

The Lamb of God: Jesus is the Lamb of God without blemish or spot. He is God’s chosen sacrifice 

who gave Himself to death to be sacrificed for our forgiveness. He is our Saviour and Mediator.  

Foreknown by God: There has never been a time when Jesus has not been. He is God. That Jesus 

was foreknown by the Father means that God the Father set His affection on Him and delighted in 

Him before the foundation of the world. As God’s children, we’ve been chosen by His foreknowledge 

before the foundation of the world.  

Raised by God: We’re born again through Jesus’ resurrection from the dead – this gives us purpose 

and life. Jesus wasn’t left in death and so we will be free from death. Jesus humbled Himself for a 

time on earth – He is the glorious God. The Jesus we worship is no longer on the cross – He’s risen. 

This is our glorious Saviour.  

Way to God: Jesus is the way to God. As we learn to trust Christ, we learn to trust God. Without 

Jesus, we cannot know God, He would be hidden from us. We depend on Christ for everything. All 

we need is Christ. We’d be lost without Him – with Him, we have everything.  


