
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Husbands and wives 

 

 Introduction 

Peter is now focusing attention on responsibilities within the family.  

Balancing truths: The world is often wrong in understanding the relationship between men and 

women, husbands and wives. There can be extremes in the world’s understanding, over-

emphasising men or women’s importance. But the Bible gives us a right balance. A biblical balance 

helps the individual, family, church and culture.  

Radical truths: What Peter says here was offensive to his generation and is offensive to us today as 

well. Women were seen as objects without rights at the time of Peter writing in a male dominated 

society. Peter is a radical preacher – he’s interested in what God says rather than what people would 

think. Then it was offensive asking men to be caring, today it is offensive to suggest that a woman 

should be submissive. It’s always better to follow God’s wisdom rather than man’s wisdom. We are 

right to follow God, even if man’s wisdom looks more appealing for a time.  

Fundamental truths: The devil has been trying to destroy from the beginning the family which is a 

creational institution as well as a mighty evangelistic tool. The devil continues to try to destroy the 

family today.  

 

1) To the wives 

Be subject: Our culture opposes the Bible. Human nature opposes God’s will. When God was dealing 

with the fall, He told Eve that there would be tension in the woman’s relationship with her husband. 

No-one likes to be subject to someone else, we don’t like to be told what to do. But in divine 
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providence, a wife is called to be subject to her own husband, not to other men but to her husband. 

The church has got this wrong in the past. Men don’t have lordship over other women. As a wife, 

you’re bound to obey your husband as long as what he is asking is not something sinful. This 

obedience is to be done in a respectful and pure way, not moaning and grumbling. This is not as a 

slave, but as a willing servant. A wife should be respectfully subject to her husband.  

Be beautiful: A wife is to be beautiful in her soul first. The Bible is not forbidding that women dress 

well, but that shouldn’t be priority. Things that are temporal or external should not be priority. The 

beauty of a heart and soul is lasting. A long marriage will last not because of external beauty, but 

internal beauty. A beautiful woman that is rotten inside will not be a good wife.  

Be biblical: Peter mentions the example of Abraham’s wife, Sarah. He refers to Sarah calling 

Abraham “lord”. This shows Sarah proved her obedience to Abraham and wives are called to do 

likewise.  

Be encouraged: You are Sarah’s child and a joint heir of grace. In the days of Peter, women were 

second class citizens whose witness didn’t count. But women are reminded here that they are equal 

to a man, and heirs of grace. A woman is to look at her position not as one of slavery, but privilege. 

There is equality.  

Peter shows how a wife’s subjection could win her husband to Christ. A wife’s behaviour could do a 

lot in the salvation of her husband. Peter is not saying that if a wife is good, her husband will be 

saved, but Peter says that it can happen that a wife’s godly conduct wins her husband. It’s not easy 

to be a wife, especially if her husband is an unbeliever, but there is encouragement here for her.  

 

2) To the husbands 

Be present: Husbands have to live with their wives. They have to be present, even when the desire is 

to be always absent pursuing hobbies, or prioritising work. Wives need a husband’s presence. A man 

can be physically present but absent in interest and providing quality time with his wife, but he’s 

called to be present and to be understanding.  

Be wise: A man is called to be present in an understanding way. Males are different from females, 

whatever the media might say. A wife is not a man’s colleague or football mate – a wife is different. 

A wife thinks and feels in a different way and understanding that a wife is different should lead to a 

husband behaving in a different way. Women are described as being the “weaker vessel” – this isn’t 

an insult, but it shows fragility. A husband should be gentle in his treatment of his wife.  

Be caring: As the weaker vessel, a wife can be easily broken. Gentleness is required. Thoughtfulness 

is required. Attention is required. Wives should be treated with particular care. A husband should 

protect and defend his wife from all that would hurt them.  

Be warned: If husbands don’t treat their wives (God’s daughters) well, there’s a warning that they 

will be unheard in prayer. Prayers will be hindered if men are uncaring for wives. These are solemn 

words. There’s a lot at stake if a husband fails.  



What a witness it would be to the world, if Christian couples followed the biblical pattern. What a 

witness and example to follow for the children of that couple. What a mighty witness and a blessing 

for the community and church a godly couple would be. We don’t have the strength in ourselves to 

be good husbands and wives. But with the Spirit of God in us, may He enable Christian husbands and 

wives to be the people God would have them be.  


