
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Alone: Embodied 

 Introduction 

Saving grace and common grace have been distinguished in this study together. From the beginning 

to the end, grace is the doing of God – salvation belongs to God alone. We’ve seen the origin of 

grace. We look tonight at the church as the embodiment of the grace of God.  

Westminster Confession of Faith: Chapter XXV. Of the Church. 

I. The catholic or universal Church which is invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect, that 

have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ the Head thereof; and is the spouse, the 

body, the fullness of Him that fills all in all. 

Heidelberg Catechism: Q. 54 

I believe that the Son of God, through his Spirit and Word, out of the entire human race, from the 

beginning of the world to its end gathers, protects, and preserves for himself a community chosen for 

eternal life and united in true faith. And of this community I am and always will be. 

These are encouraging definitions from the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Heidelberg 

Catechism. Sometimes, it’s hard to think of the church as a blessing, as the embodiment of the grace 

of God. The more we think of the church in biblical terms, the more we recognise the blessing that it 

is. We often think of the church as a structure, but the true church is made of God’s people.  
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1) God’s doing 

His initiative: The church exists because God is a gracious God, not because of our initiative. The 

church is not what we do, but what God does. God planned to build the church. Our salvation is 

grounded in God’s choosing a people for Himself. The church exists because Jesus willed for the 

church to exist.  

His accomplishment: It’s Jesus who builds the church. We’re not going to build God’s church – we 

can harm it, but it’s God alone who builds it. God has caused congregations to exist – He has 

gathered, built and preserved them.  

His commitment: It’s God’s commitment to build His church. This is the hope that we have. God has 

not promised to build a particular congregation or denomination – it’s not about structures or 

presbyteries – it’s the people of God. Jesus has committed to build His church and the gates of Hell 

won’t stand against it. This is God’s gracious doing to make us part of His church – this is for our 

good that we will taste and see that He is good.  

 

2) God’s gift 

To Christ: The church is the Father’s gift to the Son. The church is not an organisation or a building; 

it’s the people of God. The Father has given the Son a people. The Father loves the Son in a perfect 

way – God has given a gift that is good. There is a beauty in the church that we often forget.  

To us: This is God’s gift to us that He’s brought us into His family, into union with Christ. Imagine 

being without others with the same desires, burden for the worship of God, without anyone praying 

for you or helping you understand the Word of God, without anyone being light and salt in the 

world. Better to be poor with Christian family about us than be rich and without Christian fellowship 

in this world.  

 

3) God’s people 

Saved by Christ: The church is made of God’s people who are saved by Christ. To be part of the 

church, we must be saved, forgiven, reconciled, brought from darkness to light, right with God, born 

again, renewed and revived, given a new heart, to have God’s law written in our hearts. We’re 

redeemed, forgiven, reconciled people brought into the people of God.  

Brothers and sisters of Christ: Jesus is our older brother. He’s not ashamed to call us brethren. 

When you think of the church as an organisation, it’s easy to be critical and upset. When we 

recognise the church as family, it’s a different story. God has saved us from a terrible, abusive family 

into His family, with brothers and sisters. We are children of God, heirs of grace, saved by the same 

grace. We belong to a family better than our surnames – we belong to the family of Jesus – what a 

blessing! God has done more than reconcile and forgive us; He’s given us family.  

The Bride of Christ: We’re married to Christ. He’s the Bridegroom who has loved and given Himself 

for us. He gave His blood for the church. A husband and wife are brought together as one flesh. We 



have been brought together as one. It is a privilege to be the object of the eternal, unchanging, 

earnest, sacrificial love of Christ. He has saved us from Hell, clothed us in pure, white garments and 

is preparing us to meet His Father.  

The body of Christ: We’re united to Jesus like a hand to the rest of the body. Jesus is the head of the 

body and we’re subject to the care and provision of God. He cares for and nourishes us. Outside of 

the church, there is not salvation. Without the church, we’re lost – not in terms of denominations – 

we need to be members of the church of Christ.  

 

4) God’s provision 

For our justification: God is able to save and justify those outside the church, but it’s the church He’s 

given the keys of Heaven. By preaching the gospel, the gates of Heaven are opened so that sinners 

can hear about the way of salvation and be saved. The priority of the church is not to feed the 

hungry, but to preach the gospel, for the lost to be reached with the good news of Jesus. Our 

children should be brought to church as there is one way for them to be saved – to hear the gospel 

preached. God has appointed the church as the means to reach the lost.  

For our encouragement: When the church preaches the gospel, we’re strengthened and 

encouraged. We’re reminded that all things work together for good. We’re encouraged in our 

struggles and defeats.  

For our sanctification: How will we grow outside the church? God can allow this to happen, but 

ordinarily, the church is where we grow in the knowledge and grace of Christ. We need the church 

and through it God provides the means for our sanctification – the preaching of the Word, the 

Prayer Meeting, fellowship with the saints. Those who don’t make use of this privilege are starving 

themselves. We need to pray for those who are missing out on the great help for their growth.  

For our assurance: Faith comes from hearing the Word of Christ. We hear the Word of Christ read, 

sang and explained in church – this is where the Word is to be preached, proclaimed and explained. 

This is His means of assuring saints of their salvation. The church is not a burden, but a blessing that 

we need. We live in an individualistic time, but the Bible doesn’t support this. Christ gave Himself for 

His bride. The church is a saving blessing, not just a psychological help. It helps us in our salvation, 

helping us to do what we could not do in our strength.  

We belong to the church of Christ. We belong to Him and He belongs to us. We are united by a bond 

of love. You don’t always love or agree with your denomination, but you need to love the church of 

Jesus. We should be so thankful to be part of God’s church and to see God’s grace at work in His 

people. 

 


