
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewards of God 

 

 Introduction 

There are challenging parts in this passage that are difficult to understand. Believers are encouraged 

to be faithful stewards and servants of God and in doing this, and they are pointed to Christ and His 

example. Peter goes back to Christ to remind the believers to be faithful to God.  

 

1) Christ’s example 

We’re to look to Christ’s example in His suffering and conduct.  

Suffering in the flesh: We’re to look to Jesus who suffered and to see Him as our example. We will 

suffer in the flesh. We don’t like talking about suffering. We try to fill our minds with what is 

encouraging. But life is not easy, particularly for Christians. Life is difficult. As Christians, we have the 

comfort and presence of God and an eternal hope, but because we’re not of this world, life in this 

world can be particularly hard for the Christian. We’re to follow the example of Christ.  

Ceased to sin: Like Jesus defeated sin through a life of suffering, so we will have to do the same. 

Jesus lived a sinless life in spite of suffering and we’re called to cease from sin. Even reducing sin 

would be a great encouragement for us, but we’re told to cease from sin. Suffering can be allowed at 

times for our sanctification, to allow us to die to sin and live for Christ.  

Live for God: Jesus’ purpose in life was to do all that the Father commanded Him to do. We’re not to 

live to satisfy our passions, but for the will of God. Jesus is our example in this. God has a plan for us 
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and He has given us things to do and we’re to do everything that He wants us to do. Don’t do what 

you want, or what you find easy, but what God calls you to do.  

 

2) Christ’s people 

We are the people of Christ. The pagans referred to are those who aren’t part of God’s people.  

Behaved like pagans: The people are reminded that they were like the pagans before coming into 

the family of God. They have behaved in the same way, but now that’s to stop. The people are 

reminded where they came from – a life of sin. Now that time is past. Whatever sins we’ve 

committed in the past, we’ve done enough – we are a new creation with the life of God in us, we’ve 

received mercy, so the time for sin is past.  

Surprise the pagans: The pagans are surprised that Christians don’t join them in their debauchery. 

The Christian is changed. The response of the world is surprise. It’s a wonderful witness about this 

congregation; they are different from the world and the world sees it – could the same be said of us? 

People see the difference when the people are different from the world. Does the world see a 

change in us; do they see Christ in us?  

Maligned by the pagans: Despite seeing the difference, Peter tells the people that the world will not 

praise them – they will be maligned and insulted. It doesn’t matter how faithful or kind we are, the 

world will always malign the church of Christ. Even when the people of God obey God’s will, they will 

be maligned. It’s the portion of God’s people to be insulted, mocked and maligned. This is the history 

of the world.  

Not judged like the pagans: The people of Jesus, we who used to be like the world, and who are 

maligned by the world will not be judged like the world. Peter reminds the Christians that the way 

He’ll judge us is different from the way He’ll judge His enemies. We are the people of Christ; we are 

His church, His bride, belonging to His kingdom. Despite all our fainting and failings, we’re the object 

of His love and saving grace.  

 

3) Christ’s gospel 

The only way: There is no second chance given when someone’s dead. There’s not a second chance 

to respond to the gospel. Peter reminds us that the gospel was preached before. The gospel is the 

only way of salvation. People are saved by believing the gospel – this was true in the Old Testament 

and the New Testament and now. Those who believed the gospel, though their bodies are dead, 

they live. Salvation will always be through believing in the grace of God in the Person and work of 

Jesus. The gospel is the way of salvation.  

Life in the Spirit: Those who die in Christ, live in Christ. Those who have obeyed the gospel are now 

alive in the Spirit, even if their body has decayed.  

Like God: The result of believing in the gospel isn’t just that we’ll be spiritually alive, but we’ll be like 

God. From being like pagans and having their same hope and future, God has made us like God, to 

be a spiritual people. A spiritual body can cope with the presence of God’s Spirit and is equipped and 



empowered by God’s Spirit. How different we are from being lost in sin, to now live a life the way 

God does. We forget that God’s objective in salvation is not just justification and forgiveness, but to 

make us like Him. Sin has distorted that image, but in the Spirit, we will live in the way God does. It’s 

amazing what God has done and will do for us.  

 

4) Christ’s return 

We should be waiting eagerly for Christ’s return. We don’t know when this will be. There is no point 

living for this world and what it offers as it will pass away.  

 Self-control: Be balanced and sober-minded. Number your days and use them properly. Don’t give 

yourself to what is temporal and sinful. Be sober and ready for the day when Christ will return. Don’t 

waste the time you’ve been given.  

Brotherly love: We’re to keep loving one another earnestly. This is the second greatest 

commandment after loving God. One of the fruits of brotherly love is that it’ll cover a multitude of 

sin. We don’t spend our lives telling friends and loved ones their faults – we’re aware of them, but 

we don’t bring them up all the time. God doesn’t deal with us as our sins deserve. Christ is coming 

back; let’s do good to one another.  

Reciprocal service: We’re to use our gifts in Christian service. We’ve all got gifts and talents that 

God’s given us to use. We’re to use the gifts that God has given to us – God expects this of us. We’re 

to bring fruit from our investment. We don’t have the same gifts as one another – we have different 

roles and gifts. We’re to use our gifts in a way that honours God. We’re not alone in this; God’s 

equipped us to do something and we’re to use our gifts in His strength. We’ll give an account when 

everything passes through the fire. We’ll be saved, but what will be left when our works are 

examined? 

God’s glory: All that we do is to be for God’s glory. Sometimes we do the right thing but with the 

wrong motives – we can seek our own glory rather than God’s – this doesn’t bring any fruit. We’re to 

seek in everything to bring God the glory through Jesus. We’ve been saved by the gospel of God and 

He’s returning – do all for His glory. May God enable us to follow Christ’s example and honour Him in 

all that we do.  


