
Unconditional election

• Introduction
We've looked at the war cries of the reformation. We've looked at salvation and started
a study on the 5 points of Calvinism. We saw last week how totally depraved man is – 
all that we say, do and think is damaged by a sinful heart. 
The second point of the study that we look at is Unconditional election. 

1) Unconditional election: a definition
God's choice is eternal: When we speak about unconditional election, we're 
affirming God's eternal choice – it's not us who chose God, but God who chose us. 
Ephesians 1 tells us that before the world was made, God chose some people to be 
His. In eternity, God chose His people. 
God's choice is free: His choice is sovereign and according to His own purpose. 
Ephesians 1 tells us that we were predestined according to God's will. His choice is 
sovereign and His choice is free. He didn't choose Jacob because Jacob was better than
Esau, nor did He choose us because we're better than those going to Hell. He chose us
because He chose us. 
His choice is immutable: God had made a choice and will fulfil His plan according to
His will. God doesn't change His mind – if He did, it means His first plan was wrong. 
God doesn't need Plan B because His plan A is perfect. Though it seems at times that 
His will is frustrated, His will always comes to pass.
His choice is God-glorifying: He does all that He does so that every knee will bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord. If we did the choosing, we'd receive the 
honour, but it's God's free and sovereign choice to make us His. 

2)   Unconditional election: Biblical choice
What a church says must be from God's wisdom and from His Word. It's not the 
church's wisdom that dictates. 

God's choice to love: Deuteronomy 7:7. Why did the Lord choose Israel? Because He
loved them. God's choice is based on His love for unlovable people. It's not the 
deserving of people that earns God's love, but His choice to love them. God chose 
Abraham, who worshipped other gods, to be His. According to God's free will and 
choice, God chose His people. 

God's choice to choose: Ephesians 1:4-5, 11. Paul repeatedly says that we are God's
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choice, redeemed and forgiven, because God has chosen us for an amazing eternal 
destination. Jesus said to the disciples that they had not chosen Him, but He had 
chosen them. If we're Christians today, it's because before the foundation of the world,
God chose us to be saved.

3) Unconditional Election: it offends

What  about  those  He hasn't  chosen?  What  about  those  God  hasn't  called  or
chosen? Is  it  fair  that  God's  chosen some and leaves others  to  themselves,  some
chosen for honourable and some dishonourable use? It doesn't seem right that God's
chosen some, not others – but that logic isn't biblical. We wrongly think we all deserve
the chance to be saved. But is  God our debtor? If  God were to be only righteous
without grace, no-one would go to Heaven. The question is not why does He choose
only some to be saved, but indeed why does He choose any? It's grace and mercy that
He chooses any. 
What about free will? Not even God's will is free – He wills according to His own
perfect, holy character. Our will is bound to our own character and circumstances. Our
hearts desire and plan evil continually – what we will is according to what our hearts
desire. What kind of choices would we make if left to our own hearts? Very bad ones.
Man is not free – we are bound by sin. What we will is limited to what we are and who
we are. Your will is affected by yourself and so man is not free. We exalt the freedom
of the will over God's sovereignty. Should not man's will be controlled and limited by
God's will?
What about foreknowledge? We believe because we were predestined by Christ to
be saved. Foreknowledge doesn't mean that God only knows what will come to pass –
it involves affection and intimacy. It involves love.

4)  Unconditional election: it is necessary
Man's mind: Our minds by nature cannot please God. A mind guided by flesh is at
war with God and cannot understand spiritual things – we're dead in sin, unable to
believe in Him or pray to Him or to come to Him. We need God to do what we cannot
do for ourselves. God makes that choice for us. 
Man's unwillingness: It doesn't matter how well the gospel is preached or how many
miracles you see, if left to ourselves, we would never believe in Christ and we'd never
be saved. If we're to be reconciled to God, we need Him to be willing to save us, which
He is. 
Man's pride: We don't like to admit that we're weak, without strength. We like to
think that we're decent people. Christ is the Lord who is King. We have to receive Him
as King. Because of our pride, we'd never surrender to Jesus so we need God to choose
us to be saved or we'd never choose Him. Left to ourselves, we'd always choose sin
and Hell. God has to come down and intervened for His people to be saved. 

5) Unconditional election: its encouragements
Encourages  people  to  come  to  Christ:  Matthew  11:27-28.  This  unconditional
election doesn't stop sinners from coming to Christ as God has chosen sinners to come
to Him. There is a people chosen by God to be His and so you can come to Him to be
saved. Romans 10:1. Election should not stop people from coming to Christ. Sadly in
some reformed churches, people have blamed God for their unbelief. That's not what
the Bible says. The Bible tells us if we go to Heaven, it's God's choice, it's His grace. If
we go to Hell, it's our choice, and what we deserve. Election reveals a gracious God
who is willing to save. 
Encourages mission-minded preaching: God has a people here that He's chosen
before the foundation of the world – we don't know who or how many there are. We
share the gospel with everyone in the same way. The gospel calls all men to Christ. We
should be encouraged going out with the gospel that some will believe.
Encourages humility:  If I don't choose my salvation, there's no room for pride or



being judgemental of unbelievers. God's choice is the only difference between me and
someone going to Hell. He could have chosen someone else. There's no room for pride
when we consider unconditional election.
Encourages assurance: The chosen one is justified by God. The One who has chosen
us will defend and deliver us. If salvation depended on our choice, we'd lose it, but it
depends on God's immutable choice and so it is secure. 
Encourages  holiness:  God  has  chosen  us  to  be  saved,  to  be  like  Jesus,  to  be
blameless –  this  encourages obedience,  zeal  and watchfulness.  It  encourages love
because He has chosen us before the foundation of the world despite our many sins.
Despite  us failing Him day after  day before and since we've trusted in Him,  He's
chosen us. He's chosen us in love. We'd love someone who were to give us a billion
pounds but He's done far more than this. He's given us life that will never end. We
should love Him. 
Encourages worship: If God has done everything for me, taken me and come to me
to save me, my response should be worship. We doubt whether God has chosen us
and so can hesitate before worshipping Him for His choice. If our faith is in Jesus, He's
chosen us. Our response must be to worship Him. 


