
• Introduction
In the previous chapter, we saw that David's feelings about Saul were correct – Saul 
wanted David dead. Jonathan warned David and gave time for him to escape. David 
repeatedly has to flee for his life. Saul wastes all the kingdom's energy and resources 
trying to kill David. A near civil war breaks out caused by the madness of King Saul. 
David goes to Nob; the place where the people would seek God's will through the high 
priest, or make a sacrifice to God. David's fleeing is a theme that occupies the rest of 
this book. There are four lessons from this section. 

1) God's Word 

Revealing: The Bible reveals truth – God teaches us important truths about the heart 
of men and the motivation behind man's actions. Saul's bitterness and 
unreasonableness causes David to be afraid. The one that God promises will be king 
fears death. God knows everything about David, Saul, Doeg, the Philistines. He knows 
everything about us and in light of His perfect knowledge, He reveals some of that to 
those who read His Word. To know God's will, the best place to go is to the Word of 
God (Hebrews 4:12-13). What we read in the Bible about David and those connected 
with him is not what the human author felt and believed, but what God wants us to 
know. What revelations would we read about ourselves if God were writing about us? 
What is hidden from others is not hidden from God. There is no secret that we can hide
from God. God reveals the truth to and about people through His Word. We get weary 
quickly when reading the Bible – God is revealing the truth about ourselves in it and 
the truths about Himself in it – He shows who you are in the light of who He is and that
is very uncomfortable – so the Bible is much more challenging than any other book. 
The Bible teaches and reveals all our failings. 

Truthful: We can trust the Bible because it never lies – it is completely honest 
because God is completely truthful. David is a man after God's own heart, but God 
doesn't hide the failings of David from us – God tells us the good about David and the 
bad – the same is true of all the other Bible people as there's no perfect person. The 
God of the Bible never lies. God knows all of our failings and sins – we wouldn't want 
God to write about us! If God never lies, we can rely on His Word and trust His Word. 
God will never mislead us. He'll never say A when He means B. When He says that 
salvation is by grace, or that there is Hell, He is not lying. He always tells the truth. 
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The church often tries to hide its failings from each other and from the world – this is 
wrong. We're as sinful as those about us. Be honest with our friends, with our family – 
don't pretend to be good when you're not. Show them that you are a sinner saved by 
grace. We're so careful to hide sins from others, but they're not hidden from God. The 
truth that God says about His people is so often disappointing because we are so often
disappointing. All that we try to keep in the darkness, God's Word brings into the light. 
This is unpleasant, but it is good. God has to tell us when we are wrong so that He can 
heal and restore us. He reveals His truth in a challenging, searching way. What do we 
do with this truth – do we hear it and forget or ignore it, or do we do something about 
it? When God reveals sin in your life, plead with God to help you that you won't fall 
into sin again. He's given us the Bible for a purpose – to make us holy. This is painful, 
but necessary to prepare us for eternity. 

2) God's anointed

Afraid: All seems very good about David at first, but not all in him is good. He is afraid
of Saul and of the Philistines. He was surrounded by enemies who wanted him dead 
and so he was afraid. We would be afraid too. His faith was challenged and he wasn't 
as sure as he was – David didn't fear Goliath, but he feared Saul. God had delivered 
David in miraculous ways, yet he was afraid. God's committed Himself to our good and
we read His promises in His Word, but it doesn't take much for us to be afraid. 

Fails: The high priest was afraid too. David, the chosen one of God, lied because he 
was afraid. That lie might have saved David, but it cost the life of Ahimelech and his 
family. A good man like David sinned and lied because of fear. How often we sin 
because of fear. Our disbelief in God leads to sin. 

Unreasonable: David rose and fled to the Philistines; to the enemies of God's people.
Because of fear, his wisdom is lost and David makes decisions he shouldn't have 
made. David had to pretend to be mad. The one God had chosen to be king lied and 
was unreasonable. We find encouragement when we see that other Christians in fear 
deny God or give into unbelief – despite all that badness in these people in the Bible, 
God blesses and uses for good. Even the best of men are men at their best. Men and 
women will disappoint us – we're sinners. We'll disappoint others. We don't fall as 
badly as we could because God in His goodness protects us from testing our faith 
more than we can cope with. It's easy to be bold when all think the same as us; how 
would we respond to persecution? Would we trust God if He took all our comforts and 
securities from us? When we see David under pressure here, we see the real David – a 
good man who still needs the grace of God. 

3) God's Law

Misunderstood: Jesus mentions this passage to teach the Jews the right approach to 
the law. Jesus responded to the misunderstanding of the law – the religious leaders 
excused themselves from doing good by using God's law. We see David being so 
precise and careful about keeping to ceremonial laws, when he had just lied to the 
high priest. 

Misapplied: There's much of these contradictions within us. We can use the law of 
God to hurt, rather than to help people. We can be so obsessed with the details of 
Christianity and the outward appearance than we neglect the heart. We can 
misunderstand God's Word and misapply it. We can be so judgemental about how 
people use a Sunday, or how they dress, but are so gracious with our own hearts. 

4) God's mercy

God provides for David:  We see God provide for David.  God provides food and



weapons for David – this isn't what he deserved, but God in His mercy did this. God
provides for His servants despite their many failings. God blesses us though we are
not good. We come to church not because we are good, or because the minister is
good, but because God is good. We have so many good gifts not because we deserve
them, but because God is good. 
God delivers David: God delivers David from Saul and from the Philistines and from
other enemies. It's not David's strategies and planning and actions that save him, it's
God that saves David. It's not our planning, it's God that protects us. Sometimes as
Christians, we think we're here to save and heal the world, but we can't. We don't
have  the answers  to  the coronavirus  or  to  poverty  or  to  abuse,  but  God has  the
answers. 
God teaches David:  Despite David lying and causing the death of the high priest,
still God was good to David. God is at work in us, sanctifying and instructing us, even
when we're in sin. 
God raises a better David: God brings prosperity to His people. David was limited in
His power, influence and ability. We look at David and are left longing for better – One
who was always perfect and wise and did fully what David could not. David could not
deliver the people of God. God sent His Son to deliver us from all unrighteousness, to
establish His kingdom. David provides a foretaste of the Deliverer who was to come,
but David couldn't satisfy this perfectly. God provided a better David – He sent Jesus.
We have something that Israel didn't have; a perfect Messiah, Deliverer and King who
never fails us, who always delivers us. Trust Him. Be thankful to God for Him. Come to
Him. He'll never fail or forsake or disappoint you. He'll be the friend who sticks closer
than a brother. Trust in Him. 


