
Jesus calms the storm

• Introduction
In this section in chapter 4, Jesus shows His authority and power over the forces of 
creation. We see at the beginning of chapter 5, His authority over spiritual forces. We 
see His authority and power over illness and over death later in chapter 5. We see 
Jesus' authority and sovereignty in these four miracles. We see that He is worthy of our
faith and obedience. 

1) The disciples' trial

This is a well known story. We see the disciples' fear in this section – what Jesus did 
had a real impact on His disciples. What the disciples experience is a great trial and 
test of their faith. 

Because of the great storm: A number of the disciples were fishermen, expert 
sailors who knew how to deal with the wind and sea – a small storm wouldn't have 
bothered them at all. These expert fishermen were terrified of this storm; they thought
they were going to die. There are occasions when God in His providence allows 
difficulties and real storms in the lives of His people – these experiences can shake our
faith. The idea that the Christian life is without struggle is nonsense. There are times 
when God allows difficult things to happen in the lives of His people and when His 
hand is heavy on us. The disciples were afraid of death. God can allow difficult and 
dangerous experiences to come into the lives of His people. 

Because of their obedience: This trial comes because of the disciples' obedience. 
They found themselves in a great storm, in danger of death, because they were 
faithful and obedient to Jesus when He instructed them to go to the other side. We see 
that difficulty followed obedience in the lives of Abraham and Job. There are times 
when we suffer because of sin and God is disciplining us for our sin, but there are also 
times when we suffer when we've been faithful to God. We can see Christians lose 
their jobs or face persecution because of their zeal for Jesus. The disciples did what 
Jesus told them to do and they suffered. What is the advantage of being faithful to 
God? We ask ourselves this at times in our lives. 

Because of Jesus sleeping: The trial is intensified for the disciples with Jesus being 
asleep. He needed to be woken up. The One who did amazing things, the One who 
could do anything to help them, the One they'd put their faith in and were following 
didn't seem to care about their trial. We can pray about our trials and it seems as 
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though God is asleep. We can beg God for help, but we feel there is no help for us. It 
seems that God is not answering, He is not responding and this makes the suffering 
worse. There are many times when God often answers us before we pray. But there are
other times when we're praying and praying, but it seems that God is not in a hurry. 
God's providence is mysterious. His time is not our time. Time matters to us and we 
don't like spending time in trials. We are grieved in suffering when it seems that God 
doesn't answer; this shakes our faith greatly. 

Because of their need to be taught: The disciples had to learn who Jesus is. They 
had already experienced some miracles, but this was beyond what they had seen up 
to now. Their understanding and knowledge of Jesus had to be grown. Their knowledge
would be grown by God through this trial. If they'd not experienced this storm, they'd 
never have seen this miracle, the wind and waves obeying Jesus. God allowed the 
disciples to go through this fearful trial so that they would know Jesus. Job would not 
have seen or known God the way he did without this suffering. Suffering and testing is 
never easy or pleasant, but there is a purpose in it all – to know Jesus better and for 
our pleasure in Him to be more profound. Our suffering is never in vain. His plan is 
always good and all things work together for our good. 

2) The disciples' petition

The disciples approached Jesus. They did the right thing and went to Christ, pleading 
with Him. 

Earnest: Their petition was earnest. There would have been so much noise in the 
storm, so they'd have to speak loudly to make themselves heard. There was a crying 
out from the disciples to Christ to do something. 

Insistent: This was not a one-off calling. They were persistent in their request. The 
story of the persistent widow teaches us the need to be persistent in prayer – this is 
difficult. We like asking once or twice, but if we don't see answers right away, we 
become weary and lose hope quickly. But the disciples didn't give up. 

Irreverent: The disciples were rebuking Jesus by asking, “don't you care that we're 
perishing?”Imagine asking that of Jesus! They were accusing Jesus of being indifferent 
to them and what they needed. If we're honest, in our prayers, we can be just as 
irreverent in our hearts if not in our words. We wonder if God really loves us, if we're 
really precious to Him, if He is really good. We can't be too quick in rebuking the 
disciples as we're no better. 

Heard: Jesus hears their petition and answers. He could have rebuked the disciples, 
called the angels to teach them a lesson, but He gave them what they asked for. God 
gave the disciples more than they asked for and even more than they desired. How 
often despite our poor prayers and little faith, God in His mercy has heard our prayers 
and blessed us so much more than we could ever have dreamed of. Even in our 
darkest hour, God remains gracious to us – He never deals with us according to our 
sins. If He were to deal with us as we deserve, we'd not have a hope of Heaven. 

3) The disciples' unbelief

Notwithstanding Jesus' promise: Jesus had asked the disciples to go to the other 
side, but they doubted they would ever reach the other side. They doubted the plan 
and words of Christ. 

Notwithstanding Jesus' presence: They were not alone, Jesus was with them. He 
was asleep, but He was with them. 

Notwithstanding Jesus' sleep: That He was asleep should have been an 



encouragement to them – if He was calm and not panicking, they needn't have 
panicked. If the one who is leading you is worried, you'll be worried. If the one who is 
leading you is in control, you are calm. The captain is in control. Let us keep going and 
keep trusting. 

Notwithstanding Jesus' previous works: The disciples had already seen the 
amazing works of Christ, but they were still doubting. Even if were to see an amazing 
miracle by Jesus, we'd still doubt Him – such is the depravity and weakness of our 
hearts. What we need for our faith isn't to see a miracle, but for Him to grant us faith. 
God's Word is the means that God has chosen for our faith to grow. 

4) The disciples' helper

Truly man: We see Jesus sleeping in this passage. He was so tired that He couldn't 
hear a storm. Jesus is not God pretending to be man. He was a member of the human 
race, but without sin. He was tempted in all things. He was God. He was man. He has 
to represent us and be mediator between God and man – He knows how we feel, He 
knows our experience. He experienced weariness, hunger and thirst and how weak we 
are in those moments. He'll receive us and be gracious. He remembers that we are 
dust. 

Truly God: Creation is the work of God and control of creation is the work of God 
alone. The weather doesn't obey us, but it obeyed Christ. He was not a man claiming 
to be God – He is God. All that exists, exists through Him and because of Him. He 
speaks and things come to pass because He is God. Only God can save sinners. He has
saved us because He is God. We can commit our very souls into His hands because He
cares for us. 

Truly fearful: As the disciples catch a glimpse of the power and glory and divinity of 
Christ, they were terrified. The intervention of Christ really shakes them. They were 
puzzled, confused and afraid. The fear of Christ, the reverence of Him and His majesty 
is missing in modern Christianity. Jesus is the Son of God – He's glorious, wonderful, full
of majesty and holy. As His people, we don't experience this fear, but we need to 
rediscover the majesty of this glorious Christ. He's fearful and yet He's gracious. Jesus 
delivers them and shows them compassion and grace. 

Truly gracious:There's the fear of God on the one hand, and hope in His mercy on 
the other hand. On the one hand, we're afraid of God, His discipline, His holiness, 
we're afraid because of our sin – and yet, we hope in Him and we trust in Him. He is 
our gracious heavenly Father who delivers us. This Jesus delivered His disciples from 
death itself. 


