
Limited Atonement

• Introduction
We're going through a study on the 5 points of Calvinism. We're seeing what we can 
learn about what the Bible teaches us about salvation. Our total depravity will never 
lead us to God or to seek Him – He had to take the initiative and come to us. We could 
not choose God – He chose us. Tonight, we look at limited atonement. Atonement is 
the saving work of Christ – in the Old Testament, atonement was through the sacrifice 
of animals – blood covering the evil of man to grant God's forgiveness. Christ's work 
satisfied what animal sacrifices never could – His sacrifice brings reconciliation and 
justification. Limited atonement is about the work of Christ. This is the most 
controversial point of the 5 points of Calvinism. Associating the word “limited” to the 
work of Jesus seems almost blasphemous. Some suggest that “specific redemption” is 
a better phrase. 
When we say that the atonement is limited, we aren't limiting the saving work of 
Christ. We're not saying that what He did can save only some or that He couldn't save 
everyone. We're not taking away from the sufficiency of what He's done. When we say 
that atonement is limited, or specific, we're not saying that the gospel is limited – the 
call of the gospel is for everyone. We're speaking here about the purpose of Christ – 
who did He die for? Was it for everyone, or did He die for some? Many earnest, sincere 
Christians believe that Christ died for all – 1 John 2:2 seems to support this – but to see
this verse in its context, we see that Christ died for the Jews and those who aren't, so 
He died for different categories. We believe that Christ died only for His people. Jesus 
laid down His life for His sheep. The sheep belong to the Good Shepherd and because 
they're His, He's willing to lay down His life for them.  

1) The love of Christ
Specific: The Bible tells us that there is a love in Christ for everyone. As Creator, the 
Son loves the work of His hands – He loves everyone (John 3:16). But in Ephesians 
5:25, we read that Jesus loves the church and the love He has for the church is a 
different love from which He loves others. A wife expects her husband to love only her 
with a particular love. So there's a particular love with which Christ loves His church. 
There is a special love that Christ has for His people. 
Sovereign: This love is sovereign. It's not that Jesus saw anything special or beautiful 
in us why He loves us. His love originates in Himself – in His love and His mercy. We 
didn't choose Him but He chose us. He calls His people to Himself. He loves His people 
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and delights in them. If Jesus has a special, sovereign love for His people, it shouldn't 
surprise us that it's for His people that He died. The difference between going to 
Heaven or Hell is what Christ has done for us.  

2) The work of Christ
Meaning: He died for His sheep – the Shepherd put Himself between the wolf and His 
sheep and sacrificed Himself so that the sheep would be spared. He died instead of His
people. He laid down His life on our behalf. If this is the case, then Jesus died only for 
His elect. If Christ gave His life for everyone then everyone would be saved. If the sins 
of everyone have been cleansed by the blood of Christ, then everyone is forgiven, but 
only some are going to Heaven. If His death brings life, then it's only those He died for 
who will have eternal life. 
Efficacy: Does the Bible say that Jesus died and tried to save? No. Christ by His death 
hasn't simply made salvation available. He's purchased and redeemed a people for 
Himself. He didn't do what He did hoping that one would accept His offer of salvation. 
What Jesus did saves sinners. It's not that Jesus has helped us that we can be saved, 
and we do the rest of the saving ourselves. He has saved us, bringing us from the 
kingdom of darkness to His kingdom of light.  Jesus came to save His people as the 
angel said to Mary. Justification is available only for His people. 
Application: Through His work, Christ has made sure that those He died for received 
His Holy Spirit. By the power of the Spirit, they can repent and believe. Jesus has given
His Spirit to us. 

3) The intercession of Christ 

John 17:9. Jesus doesn't pray for everyone, or intercede for everyone, but for those 
who the Father has given to Him. He prayed for those that the Father had given Him 
and laid down His life for them. 

4)  The glory of Christ
If  we think we've to contribute to the work of our salvation, then we're saying it's
Christ and our work that saves us, that we have a role; in saying that we take away
some of His glory. In saying that He died for all, we're saying that He needs help with
our salvation. But we've seen that salvation is by Christ alone. He has done it all. He
saves His people. He's done all  the work and so receives all  the glory. We are the
special object of His love and so He laid down His life for us. The response is to praise
Christ and Christ alone for our salvation. 

5) The gospel of Christ
When we say that Christ has accomplished salvation for His people, we're saying that
He is able and does save sinners. The gospel proclaims that Christ has died instead of
sinners so that sinners can live. He was made sin so that we can be the righteousness
of God. He was cursed, so that we can be blessed. He did all so that we can do all. 
The willingness of Christ is proclaimed. If He was willing to lay down His life for His
sheep, we see His willingness to save sinners. 
Limited atonement does not limit the gospel – it lays the foundation for the gospel.
The gospel is good news. God loves sinners and manifests His love by sending His Son.
Jesus did everything. Jesus was willing to do all that was necessary for the salvation of
His sheep. He was willing to save His people and so we're saved.  


