
Jesus heals a demon-possessed man

• Introduction
We've started a short series on 4 miracles performed by Jesus. By putting these 
miracles together, Mark reminds us of the power and sovereignty of Jesus. We saw last
week the sovereignty of Jesus over creation. Tonight, we see His sovereignty over the 
spiritual realm. Tonight we look at Jesus healing a demon-possessed man. 

Difficult issue: There are parts of this passage that are hard to understand, like why 
the spirits needed to possess a body, or how the spirits seemed to understand about 
Jesus and their future. The Bible doesn't give us all the answers and so we must be 
humble and accept what we cannot understand. We're reminded about the kingdom of
Christ. The purpose of Jesus' coming was much bigger than only our forgiveness. The 
Messiah would preach the gospel to the poor, the blind would see. 
Eschatological foretaste: We see in this miracle a foretaste of the new heavens and
earth. We see peace, reconciliation, life, unity. The miracles of Jesus point us to the 
new heavens and earth – He brings life where there is death, healing where there was 
illness. Jesus will heal the whole of creation from the damage of sin. 
Spiritual warfare: Jesus is going into the battlefield, confronting His enemies. We can
forget that we're in a spiritual battle. It's not human persuasion that changes a 
person's heart, but the Spirit of God. The Christian life can be hard. We're in a spiritual 
war and war is never easy. 

1) A sad condition

Unclean: The man lived somewhere that was unclean (where dead people were). He 
was possessed by an unclean spirit. We see the herd of pigs (an unclean animal). The 
place is a place of sin, darkness, impurity, where the Spirit and grace of God seems 
absent. 

Slavery: The man is possessed and controlled by more than one spirit. He does not 
what he wants to do, but what the spirits want him to do. The spirits enable him to 
break shackles and chains. He's controlled by an unclean power. He was out of control.
People tried to bind him, but nothing worked. 

Alone: This man was alone, no-one wanted him as a friend. Everyone was afraid of 
him. He was alone in the wilderness, in the mountains. No one could help him. This is a
picture of misery. Forced loneliness is painful and difficult. This man was controlled by 
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another. He was oppressed and cast out by the rest of society. This is a picture of the 
misery that sin has brought into the world. This is a hopeless and sad condition.

2) Wonderful deliverance

Jesus' care: We see how precious souls are to Christ. He would go against everything 
in creation and against the devil and his forces to save one soul. 

Jesus speaks: Jesus commands the spirit to go and it goes; it has to obey Jesus – 
such is the power of the word of God. When God spoke, the world was made. We don't 
need strategies, we need the Word of God to reach others. 

Jesus' authority: This man falls down before Jesus. The demon recognised that Jesus 
was the Son of the most high God. When Jesus returns, every knee will bow and every 
tongue confess that Jesus is Lord. The demon begs Jesus for mercy. Jesus today has all 
authority in Heaven and on earth. 

Jesus' work: It's Jesus who delivers this man. 

Jesus' revelation: This place was dark and impure, but Jesus transformed this 
community, though this transformation is not seen right away. In the previous miracle, 
we saw that the disciples were afraid. The people in the community responded with 
fear to Jesus' miracle as they saw that Jesus was different from everyone else. There is
divine revelation. All that He does reveals to us who He is. What He did revealed what 
a great and glorious God He is. 

3) Different reactions

Submission: The legion of demons bowed down before Jesus. They waited for Jesus to
give permission to go into the pigs. The demons were under the authority of Jesus – we
see this also in the story of Job; the devil needed God's permission and God set the 
limits. As this spirit is confronted by Christ, there is submission. It's a scary thought 
that mankind is so disobedient and reckless that we go further than the devil himself 
would go. Man can live like there's no God, then expect His blessing. There's unbelief 
all around us. 

Fear: The reaction of the community was one of fear. As Jesus revealed Himself in His 
power and glory, they feared Him. We undermine Jesus at our own peril. We've 
forgotten that He's glorious in Heaven and seated at the right hand of God. He has the
authority to let us live and let us die. Jesus is glorious. We are not terrified of Jesus 
because He has saved us from our sins, but if you're not His, you'd ask the mountains 
to fall on you. Who is Jesus for you? 

Unbelief: The people didn't want Jesus to stay – maybe this was because of the 
financial difficulties He brought. Jesus is rejected and sent away. Are you rejecting 
Jesus? Are you challenging the authority and glory of Christ? At this time, there's 
rejection from the people.

Devotion: The man begged Jesus that he might be with Him. Such is the joy and 
peace that this man is experiencing. He wanted to be with Him – he didn't know what 
this meant, but he knew that he wanted to be with Him and to be where He was. As 
we experience the grace of God, we want to be where Jesus is – we want to be in His 
church, we want to read His Word. The difference between the demon and this man – 
the demon was submitted to Jesus, but without devotion – the man, as Jesus delivered 
him, was devoted to Jesus. 

Marvel: The people were amazed when they saw this man that they had known who 
was out of control, now calm and at peace. When was the last time you marvelled at 
the work of Christ in your life and in the lives of others?



4) A Life-long commission

God's imperative: Jesus wouldn't let the man follow Him. This man begged Him for 
fellowship, but Jesus called him to go home and preach the gospel – to tell them what 
God had done for him. 

God's message: The man goes out with a message, the message of God. He was 
obedient to Christ's command. What we preach as a church must be what God wants 
us to say. God's given His message and we are His ambassadors – we must share what
He's commanded us to say. 

God's work: The purpose of a testimony is to tell what God has done for you – tell of 
the grace of God in you, the power of God to make you a new person – it's not about 
us, but about what God has done for us. The gospel is what God in His mighty power 
has done for Hell-deserving sinners. 

God's mercy: It's mercy that Jesus delivered this man. We must share with others 
that God is a merciful God. The world needs to hear that God is a merciful God. It's the
wonder of the Bible that this sovereign God is merciful and compassionate, that He 
takes notice of the trials and tribulations that people go through and is willing to 
deliver them from all their sorrows. We need to grasp the mercy of God. It's the mercy 
of God that you're not consumed. Tonight you're on mercy's ground – what will you do?
Come to Christ – He is a merciful God.  


